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July 24, 2020 
 
Dear DLC Parents: 
 
 Re:  Revised DLC School Reopening Model 
 
On July 23, 2020, I emailed and U.S. mailed to all parents the DLCs’ proposed hybrid model for 
returning to school in September.  This model was based on having approximately 50% of the 
students at DLC each week on alternating weeks and was consistent with the New Jersey 
Department of Education’s  “The Road Back: Restart and Recovery Plan for Education” and 
existing CDC guidelines. 
 
DLC parents have been justifiably very concerned about their children receiving instruction onsite 
for one week and then reverting to a hybrid virtual model of instruction for the alternate week.  
While our proposed model attempted to have more engagement with the students through a 
synchronous as well as asynchronous model of instruction, the overarching opinion was that it still 
would not actively engage students. 
 
The MUJC administration has drafted a proposed new plan which we feel maintains the level of 
health and safety needed for a return to school and also provides all DLC students with onsite 
learning five days a week every week.  We have developed this new model of onsite instruction for 
all DLC students through our reimagining of classroom space so that more areas may be effectively 
utilized in our school as classrooms with additional instructional staff.  This would, consequently, 
reduce the number of students in each class. 
 
While I know that our new proposed program model for onsite instruction for all DLC students 
daily is dramatically different than what we have been presenting, the administration believes that 
this model clearly maintains the health and safety requirements of social distancing for a safe 
reopening and is the best model of instruction that we can provide to our students during the 
pandemic.  Therefore, even at the risk of providing you with two different program models in two 
days and the confusion that you may experience, we believe that ultimately this is the best program 
for our students and staff during the pandemic.  We hope that you do as well.  

http://www.mujc.org/
https://www.nj.gov/education/reopening/NJDOETheRoadBack.pdf
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The MUJC’s proposed revised model is set forth below.  It is based on two tenets. First, our 
proposed model is based on providing the safest and healthiest school environment that we can 
and, second, creating the most normalized instructional program for our students at DLC.  As I 
informed you before, please know that this proposed revised model may be modified based on 
additional State requirements at any time.  In other words, if Governor Murphy determines that a 
different program model must be in effect, we will be required to follow that guidance. 
 

Option 1:  The MUJC’s Proposed Plan for In-Person Instruction for All DLC Students  
                  Daily on a Modified Schedule 
 
The DLCs will open every day for all students. The instructional day will begin at  
8:45 a.m. and will end at 1:00 p.m.  Students will be provided with breakfast and lunch.  
Students will have all of their instructional components, including related services 
therapies and special programs such as art, music, and adapted physical education during 
their school day.  Students will also have access to asynchronous instructional activities 
and resources on Google Classroom for the afternoons if parents so choose. 
 
Additional space at each DLC will be repurposed as classrooms with additional 
instructional staff so that we can reduce the class size.  At the present time, secondary 
classes would have an enrollment of 6 students; intermediate classes would have an 
enrollment of 5 students; and primary classes would have an enrollment of 5 students.  
These reduced class numbers enhance social distancing even further. 
 
All of the sanitizing and disinfecting measures which were applicable in our prior plan 
continue to be applicable and will be implemented in this onsite revised plan of instruction.  
Staff will be required to wear masks unless medically contraindicated and students will be 
strongly encouraged to wear masks.  Personal hygiene requirements will be required such 
as frequent handwashing and students will be reminded to keep their hands away from their 
faces.  Frequent disinfecting of common touchpoints will be done.  
 
Option 2:  Parents May Choose a Completely Virtual Instructional Program 
 
This week Governor Murphy approved a model of instruction where parents may choose 
to keep their child home and receive only virtual instruction.  Additional guidance from 
the New Jersey Department of Education can be  found here.  Parents will be sent a 
questionnaire during the first week of August to determine if they want their child to have 
a completely virtual instructional program. If parents choose a completely virtual 
instructional program, the DLC will contact the student’s sending district to inform the IEP 
team.  Students will have a completely virtual instruction program at home if the parents 
and the sending district’s IEP team so desire. 

 
In the next week, the MUJC administration will develop a Revised Draft #1: Restart and Recovery 
Plan to Reopen Schools for our revised reopening program model  While many of the components 
in the initial draft of the plan which was posted on July 23 remain, some elements have changed 
consistent with our proposed program model of having all DLC students return to school and 
consistent with the new CDC guidelines, “Schools and Childcare Programs:  Plan, Prepare, and 
Respond,” issued July 23, 2020.  Please know that all of our parent and staff meetings through July  

https://nj.gov/education/reopening/updates/docs/7.24.20%20RtR%20Fulltime%20Remote%20Update.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
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and August will be focused on the safe and healthy return of our students and staff to a fully onsite 
program model.  We invite your participation. 

I will be presenting our revised program model for reopening our schools with all students onsite 
to the MUJC Board of Education at its next regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, July 27, at 
1:00 p.m.  You may view this meeting via livestream at https://youtu.be/fvWEsg30wAU.  I will 
also be convening MUJC School Community virtual meetings in August where parents and staff 
may learn more about our reopening plan.  I will send all parents and staff Zoom invitations to 
these meetings approximately two weeks in advance of the date.  The MUJC’s draft plan and 
minutes of both the Restart Committee and Pandemic Response Teams as well as our MUJC 
community meetings will be posted on the MUJC’s website, Facebook, and Twitter.  Also, please 
join the principals at their weekly parent meeting so that you can hear more about our reopening 
plan and provide feedback. 

I will be sharing our revised program model of a completely onsite program as well as our school 
calendar with each sending district’s director of special services so that they have a clear 
understanding of our program at DLC and may also arrange for transportation of your child to the 
DLC. 

I fully understand how difficult and disconcerting it is for parents to receive two plans for 
reopening school in two days.  I apologize.  However, I think that this program plan continues to 
meet the health and safety requirement components for our staff and  students.  I hope you agree. 

Throughout the month of August, parents and staff members will receive “Timely TIPS” of 
important information regarding the return to school.  “Timely TIPS” will be sent to parents and 
staff each Monday in August.  Please look for it.  I will continue to update parents electronically 
through email, the MUJC website, Facebook, Twitter, as well as the U.S. mail.  I know that this 
information is a lot to process, but I wanted you to have the most current information that we have 
available regarding our current proposed plan to return to school.  You will continue to receive 
subsequent draft plans and additional information about the return to school as such information 
is available. 

Thank you for your extraordinary patience throughout the entire pandemic.  I particularly am 
grateful for your candid feedback about our program models and know that there is no better 
educational model than having all of our DLC students back in school every day on a modified 
schedule while maintaining the health and safety measures that will be set forth in the revised 
model plan.  Once the pandemic subsides, we would resume our normal schedule for a school day 
of 8:45 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.  We will get through this together, I promise!   

Thank you and be well, 

Janet L. Fike 

JLF:kbg 

https://youtu.be/fvWEsg30wAU

